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When pay (Abundance)
Becomes yva (Iniquity)

JR’L/ /OUR‘ SEDRAH RELATES HOW THE TRIBES OF REUVEN AND GAD

—
—

U

requested that Moshe permit them to take up residence on
the east bank of the Jordan, since they were blessed with many
cattle and sheep and there was quality grazing land in that area.
Reluctantly, Moshe acquiesced to their request on the condition
that they provide troops to assist their fellow Jews in the conquest
of Canaan.
Our Sages are critical of these two tribes and feei that they were
guilty of cherishing their wealth and allowing their desire for ma-
terial things to override the love they should have had for Eretz

Yisrael. The Sages go so far as to say that these tribes were exiled
from their land éarlier than the other tribes of [srael because they

Had separated themselves from Kial Yisrael, motivated by their
concern for their possessions, They apply to them the pasuk: o)
TI30 K7 AN mawsn3 noan, “If an inheritance is seized hastily
in the beginning, its end will not be blessed” (Mishlei 20:2 1). Their
impatience in claiming their inheritance ultimately led to their
downfall.

The Midrash seeks to draw a parallel between these two tribes
and a number of historic personalities, commenting on three areas
which can be either virtues or vices, The three are: mpary (wisdom),
121 (strength) and 2wy (wealth). The language of the Yalkut is
instructive and illuminating. The text reads: e RIS Y nang 2
1N PRI 1810 1173pT 15 NN KPW 11D Wy mon, “Three
qifts were given to man in this world: wisdom, strength and riches.

However, if they are not derived from the Almicity, ilitnaal

they will be taken from man.” ik

The Yalkut gives three examples of individual., whi, R B
thre world at large and the people of [srael, They cite two wlw e,
Bilaam from the nations of the world and Achitalol Honn batsnd
who were both punished. The two men of wealth ciled i Isuinaeh
and Haman, who both met with a bitter end, whilc i {wir HEH
who represent might and strength are Goliath and Seon, whied

fell at the hands of their enemies. The Sages tell us 1l st i
these men atiributed their wisdom, wealth and strength o they
own abilities and talents, without recognizing that cveivihing
comes from the Almighty. In addition, the commentatos fresng
out that each of these men grasped what he consiclerod 1o b His
prematurely, before it had been given to him by Heaven,
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After citing these examples, the Sages procecd 1o apply tifs
same thought to the tribes of Gad and Reuven. 73 w23 xym it
MPMN 153 9297 ~ Mpni NK Ram ST npn oY e 1o o,
“And so we find by the children of Gad and Reuven who bad iy
herds and flocks, and cherished their possessions - thetedage

E) they were the first to be exiled.”

tf

[

e

9|

We learn from this Midrash that man’s superior ¢ilts, he (hey
intellect, might or wealth, can be either a blessing o1 o i
Abundant gifts in any of these areas can either elevale a Dol o
tead to his downfall. In the Hebrew language, the word your, whis iy
means an abundant 110w, 1s compri"_i'sée_d of ?h?ﬁ,?ﬂ‘ﬁ_i‘.?.1,-.‘.@‘:=‘.!..“f..=W.E§;i )
spell yws, iniquity. This lesson proved to Beé true ol 1he six Hdlvicl
uals mentioned by the Sages in the Midrash, as it was lrie of e
two tribes who insisted upon receiving their share on the cact hank
of the Jordan. With the passage of time, these tribes hecaiue
isolated from the rest of Bnei Yisrael, as Moshe had fearcdd, 1heds
wealth and prosperity contributed to their separation and isnla
tion, as well, which is alluded to in the Midrash cited above, it

states, “What caused these tribes to be exiled first? Becaus: [Hyery
separated themselves from their brethren due to their ical
wealth.”

Orie might well apply to them the aphorism, “Ill is the land, 1o
its énemy a prey, where wealth increases while men decay.” O
Sages have a most interesting and telling play on corlain word-

which deal with material wealth, In the Talmud, the word for prop- :

erty is 'pRy; the word for money is either oo or 1. Emphasizing

the transitory nature of man's wealth, they comment: — jaglwjal
nf? o9 M Doy, “It is hidden from this one and becomes
revealed to another.” m7 oapy i oy — o, “They move from
this one to another one.” m73 1K T3t AKX T — TN, “What you
count is méaningiess.”

Our Sages are teaching us that in this transitory world the most
impermanent of all things is wealth. We are able to learn this
lesson from the episode of the tribes of Gad and Reuven which we

d in thi ’ .
read in this week’s Sedrah boY AP R YmEmY TN

Q23 DENY NP2 DUWD DURIAT TR Pwhn (men ‘D) Ty ,

@ IURWD A2 DORY TRWH BN L2 DOPTPTA RDY LW Dhmn oy

TOPRW PRSP TR Yy KR MR 373w DWh AT w3
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